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Textbook:  Gallopade: GA6th - Student Workbook
Course Description:  Sixth grade is the first year World Area Studies course. Sixth grade students study Latin America, Canada, Europe, and Australia. The goal of this two-semester course is to acquaint middle school students with the world in which they live. The geography domain includes both physical and human geography. The intent of the geography domain is for students to grasp the important geography plays in their everyday lives. The government/civics domain focuses on selected types of government found in the various areas so as to help students begin to understand the variety of governments in the world. The economics domain builds on the K-5 economics; however, the focus shifts from the United States to how other countries answer the basic questions of economics. The history domain focuses on major events in each region during the twentieth and twenty-first centuries.
Throughout the course, the student will…..

1. develop knowledge of the fundamentals of social studies.

2. apply patterns of thought and questioning necessary for processing information.

3. make informed and reasoned decisions.

4. demonstrate an awareness of and respect for cultural diversity.

5. apply democratic principles and actively participate in civic processes.

6. evaluate the nature of the global community.

7. develop an awareness of international current events. 

In the course, students will use maps to retrieve social studies information, and they will be expected to locate, analyze, and synthesize information related to social studies topics and apply this information to solving problems and making decisions.
Course Standards: 

Unit 1: The Geography of Europe
SS6G7     Locate selected features of Europe.

SS6G8     The student will discuss environmental issues in Europe.

SS6G9     Explain the impact of location, climate, natural resources, and population distribution on Europe.

SS6G10   Describe selected cultural characteristics of Europe.
Unit 2: Development of Europe
SS6H3   Describe factors that influence economic growth and examine their presence or absence in Canada.
Unit 3: Political Development in Europe
SS6CG3   Compare and contrast various forms of government.
Unit 4: Economic Systems in Europe
SS6E7   Analyze different economic systems
SS6E8   Analyze the benefits of and barriers to voluntarily trade in Europe.

SS6E9  Describe factors that influence economic growth and examine their presence or absence in the
             United Kingdom, Germany, and Russia.
Unit 5: Development of Canada
SS6G4    Locate selected features of Canada.
SS6G5    Explain the impact of location, climate, distribution of natural resources, and population distribution 
                on Canada.
SS6G6    Explain the impact of environmental issues in Canada.
SS6H2    Describe Quebec’s independence movement.
SS6CG2  Explain citizen participation in the Canadian government.  
SS6E4     Describe factors that influence economic growth and examine their presence or absence in Brazil, 

                Cuba, and Mexico.
SS6E5     Give examples of how voluntary trade benefits buyers and sellers in Canada.
SS6E6     Describe factors that influence economic growth and examine the presence or absence in Canada. 
Unit 6: Geography of the Caribbean and Latin America
SS6G1    Locate selected features of Latin America.

SS6G2    Explain the impact of environmental issues in Latin America.

SS6G3    Explain the impact of location, climate, distribution of natural resources, and   

                population distribution on Latin America.
Unit 7: History of the Caribbean and Latin America
SS6H1    Explain the conflict and change in Latin America.
Unit 8: Political developments in the Caribbean and Latin America
SS6CG1  Locate selected features of Latin America..

Unit 9: Economic Systems in Latin America and the Caribbean

SS6E1    Analyze different economic systems.

SS6E2    Give examples of how voluntary trade benefits buyers and sellers in Latin America.
SS6E3    Describe factors that influence economic growth and examine their presence or absence in Brazil,   

               Cuba, and Mexico.
Unit 10: Development of Australia Geography

SS6G11   Locate selected features of Australia.
SS6G12   Explain the impact of location, climate, distribution of natural resources, and population distribution 

                 on Australia.
SS6H4      Explain the impact of English colonization on current Aboriginal basic rights, health, literacy, and  

                  language.
SS6E10    Analyze different economic systems.
SS6E11    Give examples of how voluntary trade benefits buyers and sellers in Australia.

SS6E12    Describe the factors that influence economic growth and examine their presence or absence in 

                 Australia.
Unit 11: Personal Finance
SSE13    Understand that a basic principle of effective personal money management is to live within one’s  

               income.

National Standards:  National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) Standards:  
Ten Thematic Strands 
I. Culture

II. Time, Continuity, and Change

III. People, Places, and Environment

IV. Individual Development and Identity

V. Individuals, Groups, and Institutions

VI. Power, Authority, and Governance

VII. Production, Distribution, and Consumption

VIII. Science, Technology, and Society

IX. Global Connections

X. Civic Ideals and Practices
Course Outline/Timeline:


TOPIC
        



National Council for Social Studies (NCSS Theme)
First Semester

Geography of Europe (Unit 1)

 NCSS Theme I-III



Development of Europe (Unit 2) 


 NCSS Themes I-III, IV, V, X
Political Development in Europe (Unit 3)


 NCSS Themes I-III, VI-VII, IX, X
Economic Systems in Europe (Unit 4)


 NCSS Themes I-III, VII, IX
Second Semester

Development of Canada (Unit 5)                   


NCSS Themes I-III, IV, V, VI, IX, X
Geography of the Caribbean and Latin America (Unit6)                    NCSS Themes I-III
History of the Caribbean and Latin America (Unit 7)                  
NCSS Themes I-III, IV, V, X
Political Development in Latin America (Unit 8)


NCSS Themes I-III, VI-VII, IX, X
Economic Systems in Latin America and the Caribbean (Unit 9)
NCSS Themes I-III, VI, X
Development of Australia (Unit 10)


NCSS Themes I-III, IV, V, VI, IX, X
Personal Finance (Unit 11)


NCSS Themes I-III, V, VI-VIII, X


Special Projects:  
Students will be required throughout the school year to complete various types of projects related to the course curriculum.  All projects will count for twenty-five percent of the student’s grade.  One of these projects may be the Social Studies Fair.  All sixth graders will NOT be required to complete an individual project for their social studies teacher; but students will have the opportunity to receive extra credit.
Materials:  
Students are required to purchase composition binders and loose leaf paper.  A flash drive, and glue may also be needed to complete projects.  Please contact your student’s social studies teacher with any questions.

Grading Scheme: This class will adhere to Fulton County Grading Policy that consists of the following grading scale:


A
90 and above



B
80 - 89



C
70 - 79



F
Below 70*



EX
Assignment excused



NG
No grade



INC
Incomplete


NHI
Assignment not handed in


*by state rule any grade below 70 is failing.



The final grade* in this class will be determined using the following formula/criteria:  

·         Performance on teacher-made tests ----------------------------------------------------
__%_50
·         Performance on teacher made quizzes ------------------------------------------------
__%_40
·         Performance on assignments ------------------------------------------------------------
__%_10                         

                     Classwork

                     Projects  

                     Homework  

Students are expected to adhere to the rules and policies of Renaissance Middle School and Fulton County as stated in the RMS Student Handbook/Agenda and the Fulton County’s “Guidelines for Student Behavior.”
Homework:  
It is the policy of Renaissance Middle School to assign homework as a reinforcement of concepts learned in class; however, it is up to the discretion of the individual teacher as to whether it is assigned daily or over the weekend. Evaluation of homework may consist of detailed grading, generalized checking, or a combination of both techniques. 

Recovery Process.  
FCBOE policy on Grading and Reporting (IHA) provides for the recovery process at the middle school level.

B.     Provision for Improving Grades

1.         Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance.

2.         Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.

Scheduled Help Sessions:  
The teacher will be available to assist students who are experiencing difficulty. It is imperative, however, that students requiring assistance give the teacher 24 hour notice. Opportunity to accelerate can be requested prior to school and after school; however, if assistance is requested during after school hours, it is the parent’s responsibility to provide transportation.
Teacher/Parent Communication:
An open line of communication is encouraged between teachers and parents. Parental visits are encouraged; however, it is the policy of Renaissance Middle School that all visitors must report to the office before going to other parts of the building. Please contact your student’s teacher to arrange a classroom visit and/or conference.  A “Visitors Pass” will be issued as evidence that this procedure has been followed.
Absence/Make-Up Procedures: 
Upon returning to school following an absence, it is the student’s responsibility to contact the teacher(s) to request make-up work. Make-up work must be completed by the student within the time specified by the teacher. At Renaissance Middle School, the student will be given the same amount of time to make up the work as the student was absent unless other arrangements are mutually agreed upon. The student will receive the actual grade on the make-up work if the absence was “excused.” Make-up for “unexcused” absences may be reduced by 10 points. Make-up work submitted late will receive a zero. (FCBOE Policy JBD)
By signing this syllabus, I acknowledge that I read this syllabus and understand all the condition laid out. In addition, I understand that recovery work, grading, and absentee work is laid out by Fulton County. Lastly, I understand that this syllabus is a general outline of the course and is subject to modification.
Each student has been provided with a copy of this syllabus.  The syllabus should be signed by a parent/guardian, shown to the teacher for verification, and retained in the student’s notebook.


Student Name (Please Print) _________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature: 
Contact Number: ___________________________________________________
Contact Number: ___________________________________________________
Email address:    ___________________________________________________

            __________________________________________
___________________
            Student Signature





Date
           __________________________________________
___________________
            Parent Signature





             Date


1

